Journal to Stella

LETTER VII

Prior could not come: and after dinner we went to a blind3*
tavern, where Congreve, Sir Richard Temple,36 East-
court,37 and Charles Main were over a bowl of bad punch.
The knight sent for six flasks of his own wine for me, and
we staid till twelve. But now my head continues pretty
well; I have left off my drinking, and only take a spoonful
mixt with water, for fear of the gout, or some ugly dis-
temper; and now, because it is late, I will, &c.
2 8. Garth and Addison and I dined to-day at a hedge38
tavern; then I went to Mr. Harley, but he was denied, or
not at home; so I fear I shall not hear my business is done
before this goes. Then I visited lord Pembroke,39 who is
just come to town, and we were very merry talking of old
things, and I hit him with one pun. Then I went to see
35 Seep. 46n.47
3* Sir Richard Temple, 1669?-1749, fourth baronet of Stowe, who
served with, distinction in Marlborough's campaigns. His Whig views led
to his dismissal in 1713 (p. 656); but after the accession of George I he
was raised to the peerage as Baron, 1714, and Viscount Cobham, 1718.
The house at Stowe was rebuilt by him, and he laid out its famous gardens.
He was a member of the Kit-Cat Club and a friend of men-of-letters. He
was celebrated by Congreve (in a passage unfavourably commented upon
by Swift, Corresp. iv. 77), and also by Pope in the first of the Moral Essays.
37  Richard Estcourt, 1668-1712, the actor, who played for some years
at the Smock Alley Theatre, Dublin (see Concanen's Miscellaneous Poems,
p. 268), and from 1704 to the year of his death in London. He was an
admirable mimic (Spence, Anecdotes, 1820, p. 181), and the 'Tom Mirrour'
of The Tatler, No. 51, 6 Aug. 1709. Steele devoted The Spectator, No..
468, 27 Aug. 1712, to him.  See also Spectator, No. 370, and ParnelTs
Poems on Several Occasions, 1722, p. 28.  He enjoyed the friendship of
many people of fashion and quality.
38  The word 'hedge' was frequently used as a pejorative prefix in such
phrases as 'hedge alehouse7, 'hedge priest', &c.   See Grose's Classical
Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue, ed. E. Partridge.
39  Thomas Herbert, 1656-"!73 3, eighth Earl of Pembroke, succeeded
to the title in 1683. He held many high offices of state. In 1697 he was
first plenipotentiary at the Treaty of Ryswick; in 1702 President of the
Council; and he served a distinguished term of office as Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland, 1707-9 (Corresp. L 60 n.). A man of taste, he was the friend of
Sir Andrew Fountaine.  He shared with Swift a fondness for punning.
Cf. p. 404 n.3
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